
TPCA Bill Report 

GOVERNMENT REGULATION 
 

SB7  
 

 

Capping the total value of certain public assistance at the level of average 
household income in the state.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Places a cap on the total value of public assistance benefits a household can receive that is not to exceed the 
median household income for the State of Tennessee. States that once a household reaches the median 
income level, the household is ineligible for further public assistance. The department of finance and 
administration shall develop a system for calculating the value of public assistance a household is receiving 
and monitor affected households.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.  

 

SB144/HB81  
 

 

Appropriation of funds for nonprofit organizations by local governments.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Lundberg, Jon , Rep. Crawford , John  

Summary:  Requires any nonprofit organization seeking financial assistance to file an annual report, detailing all receipts 
and expenditures in a form prescribed by the comptroller of the treasury. Also requires any nonprofit seeking 
financial assistance from a municipality to file with the city's clerk office, the entityâ€™s most recently 
completed annual audit or an annual report detailing all receipts and expenditures, description of the program 
that serves the residents of the municipality, and purpose for the financial assistance. Subjects the nonprofit's 
report to be audited by the department of audit.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the Senate  

House Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the House  

  

  

HEALTH CARE 
 

SB150/HB292  
 

 

Treatment of STDs by nurse practitioners and physician assistants to 
minors.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark , Rep. Reedy, Jay  

Summary:  Authorizes nurse practitioners and physician assistants to treat minors with sexually transmitted diseases, 
including the prescription of drugs relating to a sexually transmitted disease.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the Senate  

House Status:  02/01/17 - Introduced in the House  

  

  

  

  

  

 
INSURANCE HEALTH 
 

SJR44  Expresses support for conversion of Medicaid funding to a block grant.  
Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Expresses support for conversion of Medicaid funding to a block grant and opposes expansion of Medicaid 
under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148.  

Senate Status:  02/01/17 - Referred to Senate Commerce & Labor Committee.  

 
JUDICIARY 
 

SB41/HB3  
 

 

Licensed clinical social workers exempt from subpoena to trial.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Southerland, Steve , Rep. Goins, Tilman  

Summary:  Makes licensed clinical social workers exempt from subpoena to trial but subject to subpoena to a deposition.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the Senate  
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House Status:  01/24/17 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.  

 
  

PROFESSIONS & LICENSURE 
 

SB1  
 

 

Board for Professional Counselors - rules adopted.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Johnson, Jack ,  

Summary:  Prohibits the Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists, and Clinical Pastoral 
Therapists from adopting any rule that incorporates by reference a national association's code of ethics, 
including, but not limited to, the American Counseling Association Code of Ethics.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.  

TENNCARE 
 

HB290  
 

 

TennCare advisory commission.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Kumar, Sabi  

Summary:  Deletes the entire section and requires the department of finance and administration to reestablish a TennCare 
advisory commission. The purpose of the commission is to review annually the health care operations 
including, but not limited to, cost-management analysis, benefits, enrollment, eligibility, costs, and performance 
of the TennCare program and to make recommendations to the governor regarding cost-containment 
strategies and cost-effective program improvements.  

House Status:  02/01/17 - Introduced in the House  

 

SB118/HB69  
 

 

Expansion of TennCare waiver.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Briggs, Richard , Rep. Smith, Eddie  

Summary:  Directs the commissioner of finance and administration to submit a waiver request to the federal centers for 
medicare and medicaid services to enable the state to provide medical assistance to the existing TennCare II 
waiver population and persons with incomes below 138 percent of the federal poverty line by means of a block 
grant of federal funds.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the Senate  

House Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the House  

 

SB133/HB51  
 

 

Prompt pay requirements - new grievance procedures.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bowling, Janice , Rep. Matheny, Judd  

Summary:  Adds new grievance procedure to the prompt pay statute for the TennCare program. Requires the written 
internal appeals process of the HMO or subcontractor to include establishing provider access to a designated 
contact for prompt claims resolution and in-person telephonic utilization review eight hours per day for seven 
days a week to receive requests for authorization of covered services and for initiating resolution of matters 
related to the payment or nonpayment of submitted claims. Also requires the written internal appeals process 
to include establishing and maintaining an interactive website operatecd by the HMO that allows providers to 
file grievances, appeals, and documents and to check the status of matters on appeal or grievance. Specifies 
other requirements for the written internal appeals process of the HMO or subcontractor.  

Senate Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the Senate  

House Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the House  

 

SB188  
 

 

Material changes affecting TennCare enrollment or application.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Overbey, Doug ,  

Summary:  Reduces the time period for an enrollee or applicant for medical assistance to mail documentation of a material 
change affecting the enrollee or applicant's TennCare application from 30 to 15 days. Broadly captioned.  

Senate Status:  02/01/17 - Introduced in the Senate  

WELFARE 
 

HB43  
 

 

Restrictions for welfare recipients.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Butt, Sheila  

Summary:  Prohibits recipients of electronic benefits transfer (EBT) cards from using the card to purchase food that is high 
in calories, sugar, and fat, as recommended by the United States department of agriculture. Bans people or 
businesses that take EBT cards from accepting the card if used to purchase food that is high in calories, sugar, 
and fat.  

https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0001.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0001.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0001.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0001.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0290.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0290.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0290.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0290.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0118.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0118.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0118.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0118.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0133.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0133.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0133.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0133.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0188.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0188.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0188.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/SB0188.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0043.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0043.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0043.pdf
https://tls.mleesmith.com/2017-2018/pdf/HB0043.pdf


House Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the House  

 

HB91  
 

 

Requirements for recipients of food assistance (SNAP).  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. VanHuss, James  

Summary:  Requires recipients of food assistance (SNAP), as a condition of participation and eligibility, to periodically 
submit proof that the recipient has been employed for at least 20 hours of work each week, has been engaged 
in at least 24 hours of community service each month, has participated at an employment center in classes to 
improve skills or in actively seeking employment for at least 20 hours each week, or is enrolled as a full-time 
student in a higher education institution or technical school. Specifies certain exemptions to this requirement.  

House Status:  01/30/17 - Introduced in the House  

 

SB191  
 

 

Health care safety net.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Overbey, Doug ,  

Summary:  Deletes language associated with the creation and implementation of the health care safety net's 24/7 hotline, 
designed to assist and direct individuals in need of medical care and services to available resources in their 
areas.  

Senate Status:  02/01/17 - Introduced in the Senate  

 

SB214  
 

 

Annual Coverage Assessment Act of 2017.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Overbey, Doug ,  

Summary:  Annual coverage assessment means, the annual assessment imposed on covered hospitals. Imposes an 
annual coverage assessment of 4.52 percent on each covered hospital licensed as of July 1, 2017 for fiscal 
year 2017-2018.  

Senate Status:  02/01/17 - Introduced in the Senate  
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